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IN RESPONSE TO VAN ZEE’S  
SLANDEROUS MAILINGS 

How to do a Write-in

We have brought you four newsletters with carefully documented news of 
serious problems, issues and crises in our township. Four highly qualified 
board candidates—from different parties— have come forward who have 
pledged to turn around the many wrongdoings by the current Board. We 
are grateful to Bill Conklin, Laura Ford, and write-in candidates 
Sherry Baker-McCary and Kevin Willis for offering to serve our 
community with higher standards, transparency, civility, polite bi-
partisanship and a commitment to follow the laws of our State. They 
deserve your vote. They will hold each other accountable. 

• Now it’s become more obvious why the Township is in such crisis, with 
Van Zee’s slanderous, defamatory rants and attacks on his opponent 
and on residents who exercise their right to express their ideas at 
public meetings. He is not fit to serve. 

• We are not alone. 375 voted for Bill Conklin to replace him. Over 400 
residents signed a petition on the gravel pit; 50 people gave comment 
to stop the Law boathouse and boat basin, including Bill Conklin.


• Normal business: It’s residents who have pointed out the Township’s 
multiple failures to conduct business properly. Everything from failure to 
amend a budget, failure to file audits timely, to Van Zee’s terrible zoning 
administrator reports. It’s also “normal business” to hear the residents.


• Van Zee claims the Board is his “staff.” No, each board member is 
an elected public official each with specific statutory duties. But that’s 
how they operate, covering for each other’s failures to do their jobs.


• Van Zee claims the legal costs are the people’s fault. No. The fault 
lies squarely with Van Zee and other township officials who 
violated the zoning ordinance regarding excavation of the shore, 
obstructed ZBA hearings for 11 months, and failed to enforce the 
consent judgement on the gravel pit. The Township’s intentional 
delays also allowed the Laws to obtain a federal permit. Residents 
prevailed at the ZBA, confirming that our ordinance does not allow 
shoreland excavation. Supervisor Van Zee—and the entire Board—
allowed the legal budget to explode, all to cover Van Zee’s illegal 
zoning decisions. Any responsible Board would have fired him. 

• Van Zee’s first controversy. Soon after coming to town and buying a 
farm, he filed for farm bankruptcy owing Hayes Township, the 
landowner and other creditors. 


• Running the Township irresponsibly is why voters voted him out. 
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Van Zee’s claim that he saw secret ballots and 
“would have won” the primary is false. 911 people 
voted. Bill Conklin won by 41 votes. Is Van Zee adding the 
33 spoiled ballots (voters who re-voted on new ballots) 
and 11 ballots that were duplicated by election workers 
due to stray marks and asserting those were votes for 
him? Even if so, those ballots don’t count twice!
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Did you vote absentee for Van Zee and change your mind 
after seeing his slanderous mailings? Before Election Day go 
to the Township Hall and request a new ballot and turn in your 
spoiled ballot. You don’t have to say why you want a new ballot.
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